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Main task: science sections of «Yellow Book»

cf. McNamara’s presentation 
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“Yellow Book” (YB)

• At MSR, the THESEUS Science Study Team 
must submit an Assessment Study Report
(a.k.a. “Yellow Book”)

• ESA Document, public (even if not selected!)
• Main Editor is the Study Scientist (me)
• Content is primary responsibility of the 

Consortium/Science Community 

• Aiming at describing (primarily) the science, 
as well as various aspects of the mission 
implementation (see next slide)

• To be ready by 15 January 2021.
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ESA Template (ESAT) versus examples

Science 
case

Req.ts Payload Mission 
design

Ope.ns Man.nt Com.on

ESAT 38% 11% 16% 16% 11% 5% 2%

LOFT 43% 13% 17% 11% 10% 5% 1%

XIPE 42% 12% 18% 11% 12% 5% 1%

ARIEL 44% 12% 14% 14% 8% 5% 2%
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YB Table of Content

Science objectives: ≤35 pages

Science requirements: ≤10 pages

Payload: ≤15 pages

Mission design: ≤15 pages

For comparison, in the proposal:
10 pages for the science case
5 pages for the requirements

Operations and Ground Segment: ≤10 pages

Management: ≤5 pages
Communication & Outreach: ≤2 pages
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Scientific priorities already embedded in the YB

Chapters mostly empty. However, scientific priorities already sketched



M.Guainazzi, “The THESEUS Yellow Book” | THESEUS SWGs, 3 June 2020

THESEUS YB Editorial Board (TEB)

• The TSST has appointed an Editorial Board for the YB

• Lorenzo Amati (co-Chair), Andrew Blain, Enrico Bozzo, Diego Götz, Matteo 
Guainazzi (co-Chair), Sandro Mereghetti, Paul O’Brien, Julian Osborne, Piero 
Rosati, Giulia Stratta, Nial Tanvir

• The members of the TEB are responsible for:
• Collect and edit inputs for one/more sections of the YB

• Participate in the revision/review of each major version of the YB
• Present the content of the YB at meetings like this

• A dense calendar of deadlines and TEB meetings (6+2) has been set-up 

• The TSST and an external review panel (to-be-appointed) will also review the YB
• First submission: 15 January 2021; final submission: 15 February 2021
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YB preparation schedule

• ≤24 July 2020: deadline for the inputs on Sect.2 and Sect.3 by the SWGs

• ≤18 September 2020: first draft of Sect.2 and Sect. 3 by the TEB
• ≤16 October 2020 (TSST#5): TSST review of the draft Sect.2 and Sect.3

• Comments sent to the SWGs

• ≤30 October 2020: deadline for the inputs on the other sections
• ≤30 October 2020: revised version of Sect.2 and Sect.3 by the SWGs
• ≤20 November 2020: first complete draft of the YB by the TEB
• ≤11 December 2020: Review of the YB by an external advisory panel

• ≤11 December 2020 (TSST#6): TSST review of the complete YB draft
• 21-23 December 2020/11-12 January 2021: physical meeting of the TEB

• ≤15 January 2020: YB first submission
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General guidelines to present THESEUS science

• The Yellow Book shall be based on the THESEUS SciRD
• Available from the THESEUS web portal. Reference in case of doubts

• Last scientifically-relevant trade-offs are being evaluated by the TSST
• Ultimate THESEUS configuration for the YB known by June 2020

• Alternative pointing strategies are consistent with the Mission

• Contributors may consider the impact of different strategies
• The TEB/TSST will ensure that they are presented in a self-consistent way

• Stress the unique contribution(s) that THESEUS can bring to your field
• Do not bother of the formatting of your contribution (the TEB will do for you)
• Use Word, no LATEX (ESA rules) – High-quality graphical products are key!

http://www.isdc.unige.ch/theseus/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134&Itemid=421&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/TEB&download_file=JSROOT/TEB/THESEUS_SciRD_v1.6.pdf

